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Main Issues Covered-Summary of the workshop

	This workshop was based in three facts: 

· Investigative journalism performs a key role in the fight against corruption since thanks to journalists’ work and contributions, citizens become aware of the cases of corruption occurring across society. 

· Investigative journalism is a robust discipline with a consolidated trajectory where the search for information is supported by diverse strategies and practices with different levels of formality. 

· The legal recognition of the right to public information has been spreading around the world with more than 70 countries passing regulations and around a 50% of the population has explicitly been recongnized to exercise its right to information. 

Based on these 3 facts, the workshop answered the following questions: 

How can we assess the efficiency of FOI regulation in terms of its contribution to the development of investigative journalism? 

How strong and widespread has the use of this regulation been as a tool for journalists to conduct their investigations? 

How does FOI regulation articulate with the pre-existent and informal practices to access to public information?




Summary of presentations

Victor Allistar theoretically reviewed the relevance of whistleblowers in the development of investigative journalism in the case of Romania. He pointed out that the importance of whistleblowing in the public sector is widely acknowledged at the international level, and it has been explicitly regulated by landmark anticorruption conventions such as the United Nations Convention against Corruption and Council of Europe’s Civil Law Convention against Corruption. Both of them require the introduction of protection measures for public officials who report acts of corruption which come to their notice in the performance of official functions. 

Particullarly he brougth information about a Rumanian case, where three years after the adoption of whistleblowers´ legislation public and despite its tremendous anticorruption potential, whistleblower protection in Romania is not used and therefore not reaping results. This situation is certainly not singular in the fight against corruption: since the launch of the National Program for Prevention of Corruption in 2001 Romania has been experiencing an inflation of anticorruption legislation unfortunately too often accompanied by weak enforcement. Allistar stressed the fact that the set of an appropriate legal framework is certainly a crucial gain, but only the first step in building an effective and sustainable anticorruption effort that must be always complemented with enforcement policies. 

From a more empirical perspective and based on her experience in investigative journalism, Marta Ruiz analyzed the new scenery portrait by the workshop in perspective by showing how difficult it is to “formally” access to information when it comes to crime and narcotraficking, and how other sources and informal avenues of information are still important.

Her presentation focused on a particular research on paramilitars carried by journalists jointly with Colombia´s judiciary. In this context, she pointed out the obstacles for the development of independent investigations since the paramilitars used to advertise in newspapers. 

She also stressed that even if access to public legislation has been legally enforced, what ultimately happens in practice differs from the formal documents, Specifically, she described the absence of updated databases, an modern archives which led the journalists to petition the authorities. 

Finally she mention the importance of interdisciplinary adventure and  collaboration among different actors to succesfully develop research and stregth investigative journalism. As final remark she asked herself and her fellow panelists about journalists´ role and interaction with institutional actors. If journalism is in charge of revealing cases of corruption and institutional actors have teh responsability to adopt policies to overcome it, which is the forntier between these two actions? How far journalism can go in the fight against corruption? 

Pantelis Kapsis analyzed another determining aspect for the development of journalist investigations: funds and media corporate governance, particullarly in the Greek case.
He analyzed the current challenges in Greece where the degree of concentration in media ownership has been increasing in recent years- in many cases involving the collaboration among competitors in the running of radio or TV stations.

In his presentation he pointed out that Greece is in a phase of profound transformations in the media arena and of the way people obtain their information. 

In this new scenery, some people believe that,  in a new age of electronic democracy, it will be easier to obtain and spread information overcoming the various obstacles that media concentration creates. In this context, traditional media group may have a qualitative advantage since the bonds they created with the public and need of reliability of the multiplied and diverse sources of information. 
Depite this new sceneary, there are signs that many of the old and new media are merging into new multimedia groups which helps to enforce the idea that the degree of concentration will increase rather than decrease. In any case: we will have to stand on our toes to defend transparency and the right of the citizens to be fully informed.
Finally Dario Soto reviewed some good news: certain progress in the Latin American region and one specific experience of a collective action of journalists in the promotion of access to public information.

His presentation aimed to answer the following question: Despite great advances (new laws, etc) can we really talk about NGOs being relevant in the “creation” of an International Norm with Regard to Access to Information? Darío pointed out how Journalists and NGOs interact in these networks where NGOs provide technical expertise and training to journalists in the application of access to information, while journalists perform as excellent allies in the dissemination of access to public information legislation by exercising it investigative reporting.

This joint adventures for policy change face challenges: to keep donors´ interest, to raise public officers´ training and public awareness. 

Main Outcomes 
	In general the workshop provided information regarding the relevance of investigative journalism in the fight against corruption. In this sense, the panellists focused on different obstacles and opportunities that journalists face in their everyday duty.

The session has informed the audience about the initiatives developed in different regions to promote investigative journalism and effective access to public information.

In addition, the workshop pointed out the need of whistleblowers protection laws in order to facilitate the difficult task of investigation that journalist suffer everyday.

In terms of alliances, the session remarked the importance of the alliances between civil society, mass media and journalists in the fight against corruption in order to be more efficient in the work.

Finally, the activity presented the tension between freedom of press and the economic influence of  private sector and governments in the mass media and the work of journalists.




Main Outputs 

	The session finished with a description of the strategies available for the development of investigative journalism. All of them could be replicated, but it is needed to adapt in the local context.

Other point that was analized was the different funding alternatives to support independent investigative journalism
In terms of the “practical” dimension, the activity showed the benefits of articulation and the relevance of collaboration among different actors to improve investigative journalism

The session offered a review of International Conventions as mechanism to promote acces to information, ICAC, UNCAC, adn other human rigths covenants). Specifically, described Set of possible legal strategies to promote acces to information and fight against corruption



Recommendations, Follow-up Actions

	In general during the workshop several recommendatios were pointed out: 

- To improve the production of governmental information, the sistematization of data keep in archives and databases. 

- To promote the articulation among journalists, NGOs and public officers and institutional actors
-To blind investigative journalism from business and political interference by diversifying the sources of funding.

- To actively promote the effective implementation of access to public information legislation and whistleblowers protection.

- To extend the awareness and use of Anticorruption Conventions and in general Human Rights Covenants to advocate for freedom acces to information and whistleblower protection regulations


	


Highlights 

	· The alliances between civil society, mass media and journalists in the fight against corruption generate more efficient in the work.

Marta Ruiz said
“For years the investigations that the justice develops about the links between politicians and paramilitaries or with the the drug trafficking were paralyzed. The national mas media publish many stories about the participation of the regional elites in networks of corruption encouraged by these armed groups, but in general the regional press could not report because the violence had silenced all.  (...)In the last decad many  journalists were murdered , almost all for denouncing politicians' corruption allied with the paramilitaries. For this reason, the national and urban press (much more powerful) had to develop this investigation. As a consecquence, this activity opened to a mobilization, a process of justice in process and the possibility of knowing many truths”

· The degree of concentration in media ownership has been increasing in recent years and it implies a risk for the investigative journalism.

Pantelis Kapsis said:
“At the same time though, the economics of the industry are heavily influenced by the changing structure of media ownership. In the past couple of decades many newspapers have been bought by business magnates for whom they were only a small fraction of their business interests.(...) This is especially important not only for Greece but for many developing countries where most big companies rely on the state for contracts and ultimately for their survival.

(...)Still it is fair to say that every newspaper today feels the pressure of declining revenues on the one hand and the shareholders desire for increased profits. The trend with very few exemptions is for newsrooms to decline and journalists to be laid off. Soon investigative journalism will be a luxury that we will not be able to afford.

· The adoption of whistleblowers´ legislation is very important and it is possible for the international influence. However, it is neccesary to focus in the implementation of this kind of instruments because there is aenormous gap between legislation and practices.

Victor Allistar said: 
“These concerted international influences and pressures not only enhanced receptivity of Romanian decision makers, but also allowed for an optimal construction of the legislative instrument, which institutes a proper regime of guarantees for whistleblowers. (...)Despite its tremendous anticorruption potential, whistleblower protection in Romania is not used and therefore not reaping results. (..)Establishment of an appropriate legal framework is certainly a crucial gain, but only the first step in building an effective and sustainable anticorruption effort.”
· The acces to information is a fundamental human right which establishes that everyone can access information from public bodies, subject only to a limited regime of exceptions. In order to promote it, it is neccesary to create different networks.

Dario Soto said:
”The right of access applies to all public bodies, including the executive, legislative and judicial branches at all levels of government, constitutional and statutory bodies, bodies which are owned or controlled by government, and organizations which operate with public funds or which perform public functions (...)Measures should be taken to promote, to implement and to enforce the right to access to information including creating and maintaining public archives in a serious and professional manner, training public officials, implementing public awareness-raising programmes, improving systems of information management, and reporting by public bodies on the measures they have taken to implement the right 

”Old tendency was: Working alone, non sharing of experiences, fear of losing leadership, no collaboration between media and NGOs produced failed and dispersed efforts…(...) Now, CSOs in the Americas have begun working together domestically and then internationally (Some places still a challenge) allowing for: greater specialization, a coordinated advocacy strategy, an common message to civil society with regards to the importance of acces to information.”



Signed Pilar Arcidiacono
______________________________________________________________
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