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WORKSHOP REPORT FORM

Number and title of workshop: Special Session 5: Faith and Human Security
Date and time of workshop: Saturday 1 November 17.00-19.00
Moderator Katherine Marshall, Executive Director, World Faiths Development Dialogue, Senior Advisor, Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and War Affairs, Georgetown University, and Senior Advisor, World Bank
Rapporteur Rebecca Dobson, Transparency International Secretariat
Panellists
	Gesine Schwan, former President, Viadrina European University
Geo Sung Kim, Chairperson, TI Korea, Board Member Transparency International
Mark Vlasic, Senior Institute Fellow, World Bank


Charles Sampford, Director, Institute for Ethics, Governance and Law (IEGL) and President, International Institute for Public Ethics



Main Issues Covered

	The session focused on the linkages between faith-based institutions and the anti-corruption movement and how they can complement each other.
· Religious ideas and traditions are part of the culture of integrity and at the root of human rights and ethical principles.

· There is lack of consensus over whether or not faith-based institutions should be considered NGOs. There is a tension in linking them together, not least because of the size of the religious world in comparison to the NGO sector.

· Many social initiatives, particularly in Latin America and Africa are motivated by religious beliefs. But faith-inspired institutions are not so active in governance initiatives, as they are moral institutions more closely aligned to issues of poverty and human rights. The fundamental nature of corruption as a cause of these social issues is not yet fully understood; as such it is not necessarily seen as a priority. Faith-based organisations can be blind to the importance of good governance.
· People who profess a religious faith make up at least three quarters of the world’s population, therefore, they also make up a large proportion of the people that give and take bribes. If anti-corruption was incorporated into the ethics of religion, this could have some impact on bribery and we might be able to build a global moral consensus not to accept bribery.

· There are four ways in which religion has the potential to assist with the fight against corruption: rich source for the content of relevant norms; mobilise their members to support ethics and integrity; advise members on how to interpret and apply ethical norms; and with temptation in this world, faith gives reason to obey ethical norms .
· We need to recognise that we need a global set of values and that these must be derived from the full range of ethical cultures. There is no consensus, but there is congruence; they have all dealt with the same issues, but arrived at nuanced solutions.
· Faith-inspired organisations have a history of changing perceptions and have an influence on people all over the world. Examples of previous causes that faith-based institutions have worked on include HIV/Aids and the related stigma. They have managed to change this in many areas of Africa. As such they could be worthwhile partners in the fight against corruption.
· While there may be a debate about the role of faith based institutions in the fight against corruption in some areas of the world, in others they are intrinsically linked and as such cannot be ignored.




Main Outcomes
	· Katherine Marshall: report on the connection between faith and governance, to be issued by the Berkley Center. 


Main Outputs

	N/A



Recommendations, Follow-up Actions

	· Education for and outreach to religious leaders on the integral nature of corruption in contributing to inequality, poverty and other issues that they currently work on.
· A survey to understand better the religious motivations for people working on governance and anti-corruption issues.
· Proposal to involve faith-based institutions in an integrity initiative: full financial disclosure of national governments. Rather than accusing individuals of corruption, these disclosure forms would clearly state the earnings of individuals within the government and therefore, discrepancies in earnings versus spending could be identified. In addition, there would be penalties for not filling in the form correctly or honestly. Rather than convicting for corruption crimes, corrupt people could be convicted on the technicality of not filling in the form correctly. It is difficult to prove corruption, but easy to prove that a form was filled in incorrectly.
· As institutions, churches are as prone to corruption as any other. In order to play a role in the anti-corruption movement they need to acknowledge this and set an example as to how institutions should function in terms of good governance and accountability.
· The anti-corruption movement can work with global interfaith and other religious movements in identifying their roles in fighting corruption and integrating it into their work.
· Peter Eigen: TI tried to set up a dialogue with religious institutions at the 11th IACC, but this has not turned into a relationship yet. TI would be interested in forging these links. TI would need concrete examples of how it can use the tremendous resource of faith-based institutions.



Workshop Highlights (including interesting quotes)

	Gesine Schwan:
‘For many of them this fight is not sufficiently directly involved in human poverty – it is too abstract to make the link. It is not considered basic for overcoming poverty.’
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