Citizens, even if they do not live under authoritarian systems, can nonetheless have the subjective experience of living under the equivalent of tyranny. Vanessa Ortiz, Director of Civic and Field Relations, International Center on Nonviolent Conflict, noted how the cumulative effects of organized violence (from gangs, paramilitaries, narco cartels, and state security forces) and the refusal or inability of authorities to furnish human security, often due to corruption by police and officials, can inhibit peoples’ basic freedoms. 

Violent insurgents use poverty and injustice to justify their actions which only sustains the cycle of violence. Dr. Stephen Zunes, Professor of Politics, Chair of Middle East Studies Program, University of San Francisco, outlined this vicious circle, in which authoritarian and/or ineffectual governance, paired with endemic corruption results in the deligitimization of authority and rule of law, which leads to fragmented tyrannies, which in turn reinforces authoritarian and/or ineffectual governance, and so on. As well, corruption can be either an enabler of violent groups, who engage in illicit activities to make money and acquire weapons or a by-product of their efforts to capture local and national state institutions.
But are people powerless in such situations? A recent article in International Security found that violent campaigns have succeeded historically in only 26 percent of all cases, compared to 53 percent in the case of nonviolent, civilian-based campaigns in which nonviolent strategics and actions were used, such as noncooperation, civil disobedience, strikes, boycotts, protests, and low risk mass actions.  
Claudia Samayoa, Coordinator, Human Rights Defenders Protection Unit
Security Advisor to the President of Guatemala, presented two cases of innovative grass roots campaigns engaging in civil resistance to break up the corruption-violence nexus, maintain resilience in the face of violent repression, and foster social and economic development. Santa Lucia Cotzumalguapa, a town in the south of the country, has unfortunately is geographically situated in a spot convenient to cross-border narco trafficking from Columbia to Mexico. A local citizen’s movement emerged in the aftermath of the war, to recover the community from the hands of drug lords and organized crime, promote economic and social development and defend the gains won through the building of alliances across social groups, community education, civil disobedience, demonstrations, monitoring of municipal officials and spending, literacy and development programs, radio call-in programs, theatre, and recreation projects aimed at youth, who are often the targets of organized crime recruitment. In spite of violent intimidation, kidnapping and murder, civil resistance is ongoing, solidarity networks have been established with other communities and citizen groups across borders. At the national level, an intensive civic movement to dismantle clandestine security apparatuses (CIACS), mobilized both Guatemalans and the international community, and after large public actions targeting legislators, the government agreed to create an international commission to take apart the CIACS.
Kingsley Bangwell, Team Leader and Founder of Youngstars Foundation Int., outlined how the Niger Delta is essentially under siege by the federal government and increasing numbers of militias that now target Nigerians, even bombing the residenc of the Vice President. The government’s response has been military attacks. In his work as a youth leader, he sees that young people have a low level of knowledge of civic power and civil resistance, the erroneous belief that violence is more effective than nonviolent resistance, and find a “home” in militias which offer a sense of belonging, income, structure and even rules by which to live. However, Niger Delta youth exposed to nonviolent strategies and methods can often grasp the potential of civil resistance more easily than some in the older generation, because they have an open mind, are less cynical, possess courage and creativity and are willing to fight for change because they want to play a part in social and economic development.

