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Conference Opening  

14:00 -  15:00,  30 October,  2008 

 
M aster  o f  Ceremonies:  

Παναγ ιώτατε  Οικουµεν ικέ  Πατρ ιάρχη ,  Μακαριώτατε  Αρχ ιεπ ίσκοπε  Αθηνών  κα ι  

Πάσης  Ελλάδος ,  κύρ ι ε  Πρωθυπουργέ  της  Ελλάδος ,  κύρ ιε  Πρόεδρε  της  Βουλής ,  

κυρ ίες  κα ι  κύρ ιο ι  υπουργο ί ,  κυρ ίες  κα ι  κύρ ιο ι  πρέσβε ις ,  κυρ ίες  κα ι  κύρ ιο ι .   

D is t ingu ished gues ts  and speakers ,  lad ies  and gent lem an,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to 

inv i t e  you and we lcom e you on beha l f  o f  the  organ is ing  comm i t tee ,  a l l  o f  you,  a l l  

our  gues ts  here  a t  the  13
t h

 In te rna t iona l  Ant i -Cor rup t ion  Conference wh ich  takes  

p lace ,  i f  you  a l l ow m e the  comm ent ,  a t  c r i t i ca l  t im es  fo r  the  p lanet  and i t s  

c l im ate ,  the  wor ld  econom ies  and the  fu tu re  o f  the  g loba l  soc ie t y.   

P lease take  your  sea ts ,  we are  read y to  s ta r t .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  inv i te  t he  

Cha i rm an o f  the  In te rna t iona l  Ant i -Cor rup t ion  Counc i l ,  Mr .  Bar r y  O ’Keefe .   

 

M r .  O ’KEEFE:  

Your  A l l  Ho l l iness ,  the  Pat r ia rch  Bar tho lom ew,  m em bers  of  the  G loba l ,  Pr im e 

Min is te r  Kos tas  Karam anl is ,  M in is te r  o f  Jus t ice  Sot i r is  Hatz igak is ,  Speaker  o f  

the  Par l i am ent ,  D im i t r is  S iou fas ,  Min is t r y o f  Labour  and Nat iona l  Secur i t y ,  o ther  

m in is te rs ,  Your  Roya l  H ighness ,  Pr ince  E l  Hassan  Ta lao ,  your  m any 

exce l lenc ies ,  l ad ies  and representa t ives  o f  m ajor  in te rna t iona l  ins t i tu t ions ,  and  

o f  m any nat ions ,  Huguet te  Labe l le ,  Cha i r  o f  T I  In te rna t iona l ,  and can I  say 

f r iends  and suppor te rs  of  the  Ant i -Cor rup t ion  m ovem ent  th roughou t  the  wor ld ,  

lad ies  and gent lem an a l l .   

F i r s t  m ay I  thank  you ,  Pr im e Min is te r ,  and your  Governm ent ,  the  

Governm ent  o f  the  He l len ic  Repub l ic ,  f o r  hos t ing  th is  conference and prov id ing  

such a  m agn i f icen t  venue fo r  i t .   

I  have  a t tended m any o f  these conferences  over  decades ,  we have  never  

had a  venue l i ke  th is .  I t  i s  beaut i f u l ,  wonder fu l  and I  am  sure  w i l l  house us  very  

we l l  i ndeed.  Thank  you very m uch.   

I t  i s  wi th  the  sense  o f  g rea t  exc i tem ent  and eager  an t ic ipa t ion  tha t  I  

we lcom e you  a l l  t o  th i s  the  13
t h

 In te rna t iona l  Ant i -Cor rup t ion  Conference.   

I t  i s  a  ver y s ign i f ican t  year .  I t  i s  the  25
t h

 ann iversary o f  the  ho ld ing  o f  the  

f i r s t  o f  such conferences ,  and I  am  sure  tha t  you w i l l  a l l  agree  tha t  i t  i s  f i t t ing ,  

tha t  i t  shou ld  be  he ld  in  Athens  Greece,  the  very c rad le  o f  dem ocracy.  For  tha t  i t  

i s  one o f  the  great  va lues  tha t  we seek  to  p ro tec t  by ensur ing  tha t  i t  i s  no t  

underm ined by cor rup t ion .   

And be ing  here  in  the  c rad le  o f  dem ocracy is ,  I  hope and I  f ee l  conf iden t  

i t  w i l l  pa y a  great  om en fo r  the  success  o f  th is  conference.   

In  the  quar te r  o f  centur y tha t  has  gone by,  s ince  these  ser ies  o f  

conferences  commenced,  the  an t i - cor rup t ion  m ovem ent  has  grown.  Has  grown in  
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s ize ,  i t  has  grown in  i t s  g loba l  spread.  I t  has  grown in  i t s  im por tance and m os t  

s ign i f ican t l y  i t  has  grown in  i t s  e f f ec t iveness .   

I t s  vo ice  is  now heard  and i t s  recomm endat ions ,  our  recomm endat ions  are  

respec ted.   

Th is  13
t h

 con ference  has  m any de legates  tha t  you w i l l  hear  about ,  m ore  

than we have had a t  any o ther  conference.  And  the y com e f rom  130 count r ies .   

W e have leaders  o f  na t ions ,  leaders  o f  comm i t tees .  And we a re  a  group  

whose v iews  and potent ia l  r ecomm endat ions ,  techn ica l  recommenda t ions  ra ther ,  

a re  l i s tened to .   

W hat  we do a t  th is  conference wi l l  have an e f fec t  on  our  co l lec t i ve  

fu tu res .  So,  we m us t  ensure  tha t  we get  i t  r igh t .   

The ob jec t  o f  th is  conference is  to  iden t i f y  the  cur ren t  m echan isms o f  

cor rup t ion ,  ever  chang ing ,  ever  becom ing m ore  soph is t ica ted  as  the  wor ld  goes  

to .   

W hat  a re  those cur ren t  m echan ism s in  key areas  o f  our  l i ves ,  a reas  tha t  

a re  c ruc ia l ,  i ndeed fundam enta l  to  each o f  us  ind iv idua l l y  and to  our  wor ld .   

Such th ings  as  peace  and secur i t y ,  na tura l  resources ,  c l im ate  change and  

sus ta inab le  g loba l isa t ion .  Inc lud ing  am ongs t  wh ich  o f  course  is  tha t  wh ich  is  a t  

the  hear t  o f  m os t  newspapers  and m os t  te lev is ions  shows  and  m os t  rad io  shows  

toda y,  tha t  is  a  sus ta inab le  f inanc ia l  sec tor  in  wh ich  the  wor ld  can have  

conf ident .   

There  can be no doub t  tha t  cor rup t ion  has  p la yed a  ro le ,  perhaps  a  c ruc ia l  

ro le ,  i n  the  events  tha t  have lead to  a  m ajor  m e l t  down in  a  wor ld ’s  econom ic  

s i tua t ion .  An m el t  down tha t  t ouches  our  l i ves  ind iv idua l l y ,  and the  l i ves  o f  so  

m any m i l l i ons  and m i l l ions  o f  peop le  th roughout  the  g lobe.   

Together ,  over  the  nex t  f our  days ,  we w i l l  exam ine th is  phenom enon and 

o ther  a reas  o f  cor rup t ion ,  ident i f y  causes ,  recomm end prac t ica l  m easures  fo r  the  

shor t  and  longer  te rm fo r  the  erad ica t ion  o f  tha t  … 

Th is  conference has  the  po ten t ia l  to  genera te  new ideas ,  t o  f o rge  new and  

a f fec t ive  par tnersh ips ,  and to  show to  the  wor ld  tha t  in  can be,  i t  w i l l  be  a  be t te r  

p lace  i f  we ac t  f i rm ly and cont inuous ly to  f i gh t  cor rup t ion  and res tore  in tegr i t y  in  

the  l i ves  o f  ind iv idua ls  and in  t he  l i ves  o f  na t ions .   

W e,  you and I  and  a l l  o f  us  are  the  c ream  of  the  an t i - cor rup t ion  

m ovem ent .  W e have the  capac i t y,  the  exper t ise ,  t he  in f luence,  and m os t  

im por tan t l y t he  w i l l  to  beat  cor rup t ion .  That  is  a l l  com bine to  m ake th is  25
t h

 

ann iversary an t i - cor rup t ion  conference the  bes t  and the  m os t  a f fec t ive  ever .   

 

M aster  o f  Ceremonies:  

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  inv i t e  the  Cha i rm an o f  T ransparenc y In te rna t iona l  He l las ,  Mr .  

Cos tas  Bakour is .   

 

M r .  BAKOURIS:  
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Παναγ ιώτατε ,  Μακαριώτατε ,  κύρ ιε  Πρόεδρε  της  Ελλην ικής  Κυβέρνησης ,  κύρ ι ε  

Πρωθυπουργέ ,  κύρ ι ε  Πρόεδρε  της  Ελλην ικής  Βουλής ,  κύρ ιο ι  υπουργο ί ,  

d is t i ngu ished  gues ts ,  on  beha l f  o f  the  Board  o f  D i r ec tors  o f  T ransparency 

In te rna t iona l  Greece i t  i s  an   honor  and a  pr i v i lege fo r  m e to  we lcom e you to  

Athens  fo r  the  13
t h

 I n te rna t iona l  Conference Aga ins t  Cor rup t ion .   

W e are  de l igh ted  and very proud to  o rgan ize  th is  conference wi th  t he  

suppor t  o f  the  Min is t r y o f  Jus t ice ,  wh ich  represents  the  Greek  Governm ent ,  

wh ich  is  o f  course  the  hos t  count r y o f  th is  im por tan t  event .   

On th is  occas ion  I  wou ld  a lso  l i ke  to  express  m y apprec ia t ion  to  our  

Governm ent ,  to  t he  He l len ic  Par l iam ent ,  as  we l l  as  to  a l l  the  o ther  com pan ies  

who have cont r ibu te  and have suppor ted  us  in  o rgan iz ing  th is  conference.   

W e are  a lso  de l i gh ted  to  repor t  tha t  m ore  than 1200 de legates  are  

par t ic ipa t ing  f rom  abroad,  represen t ing  135 coun t r ies .  And th is  is  a  record  and  

s ign i f ies  t he  growing num ber  o f  peop le  who are  comm i t ted  to  f igh t  cor rup t ion .   

Greece,  wh ich  is  my count r y,  i s  equa l l y  a la rm ed fo r  the  leve ls  o f  

cor rup t ion ,  and i t  i s  a lso  comm i t ted  to  t h i s  f igh t .  Hos t ing  th is  conference is  a  

conc re te  exam ple  o f  th is  comm i tm ent  because we recogn ize  tha t  i t  o f f e rs  any 

m easurab le  benef i t  to  m y count r y as  we l l  as  to  the  en t i re  in te rna t iona l  

comm uni t y.   

W e a lso  be l ieve  tha t  the  t im e and the  p lace  are  to ta l l y  appropr ia te  f o r  

hos t ing  th is  conference in  Athens .  The cur ren t  f inanc ia l  c r is is  and the  recess ion  

are  m ajor  econom ic  cha l lenges  fo r  the  wor ld .   

These are  the  exam ples  o f  lack  o f  t ransparency wi th  cont ro l  mechan isms 

unc lear  accountab i l i t i es  and above a l l  absence o f  va lues  or  e th i cs  on  the  par t  o f  

the  dec is ion  m akers  to  conta in  the  f lagrant  dem ons t ra t ion  o f  g reed.   

Debat ing  and seek ing  so lu t ions  to  these  them es  of  the  agenda o f  the  

conference is  as  t im ely as  ever .   

I t  i s  a lso  the  r i gh t  p lace  because we can rev is i t  t he  teach ings  o f  the  

c lass ica l  Greek  ph i losophers .  And we can  draw ideas  f rom  these e terna l  t ru ths  

in  seek ing  so lu t ions  to  today’s  cha l lenges .   

I f  we  had learned  f rom  Ar is to t le ’s  Go lden  Mind we cou ld  have avo ided the  

excesses  tha t  a re  resu l ted  in  today’s  c r is is .  I t  was  he  who sa id  tha t  the  m ost  

im por tan t  ac ts  o f  in jus t ice  are  comm i t ted  by excess ive  des i res  and not  f o r  the  

sa t is fac t ion  o f  bas ic  hum an needs .   

F igh t ing  cor rup t ion  fo r  a  sus ta inab le  fu tu re  wou ld  no t  have been  m ore  

appropr ia te  f o r  th is  conference s ince  cor rup t ion  is  t he  m os t  im por tan t  issue o f  

our  t im e.  I t  p rom otes  v io lence,  i t  c rea tes  uncer ta in t y,  i t  resu l ts  in  lack  o f  

conf idence and u l t im ate l y i n  pover t y.   

I t  i s  an  exce l len t  ques t ion  tha t  the  conference is  tak ing  p lace  in  the  

count r y where  dem ocracy was  born .  And i t  was  in  th is  dem ocra t ic  env i r onm ent  

tha t  Socra tes  was  brough t  up  and showed us  the  exam ple  o f  the  respons ib le  

c i t i zen .   



 
 

 4 

He was  innocen t ,  ye t  he  was  conv ic ted  un jus t l y .  W e was  g iven the  

oppor tun i t y t o  escape ,  bu t  he  re fused and drunk  the  hem lock .  He taught  us  f rom 

h is  l i f e  tha t  the  c i t i zens  m us t  respec t  and obe y the  laws  o f  the  s ta te .   

He sa id  in  h is  Apo log ia :  “bu t  even then I  d id  no t  be l ieve  tha t  because o f  

the  danger  o f  the  dea th  pena l t y I  m us t  do  som eth ing  uneth ica l  o r  f o r  a  f ree  m an,  

even now,  I  don ’ t  reg re t  the  m anner  in  wh ich  I  de fended m yse l f .  I  p re fer  to  d ie  

hav ing  done m y Apo log ia  as  I  d id ,  ra ther  l i v ing  d i f f e ren t l y” .  

W e be l ieve  tha t  today those  teach ings  are  hav ing  grea ter  va lue  in  

search ing  fo r  so lu t ions  to  sa fe t y and secur i t y ,  t o  c l im ate  change,  to  energ y and  

to  a  sus ta inab le  deve lopm ent .   

W e m us t  go  back  to  the  bas ic  v i r t ues  o f  Ar is to t le  in  an  e f fec t ive  wa y o f  

f igh t ing  cor rup t ion .  …for  the  las t  t im e,  he  sa id :  m an is  no t  on l y ob l iga ted  to  

hab i tua te  to  e th ica l  behav ior ,  bu t  he  shou ld  acqu i re  a  m easure  so  tha t  he  can  

a lwa ys  de term ine the  content  and the  ob jec t ive  o f  e th ics .   

Thank  you ver y m uch.   

 

M aster  o f  Ceremonies:  

Thank  you,  Mr .  Cos tas  Bakour is .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  i nv i te  t he  Cha i rwom an o f  

T ransparency In te rna t iona l ,  Mrs .  Huguet te  Labe l le .   

 

M me.  LABELLE:  

Καλησπέρα ,  buenas  d ias ,  bon jour ,  good  a f te rnoon.  Pr im e M in is te r ,  Your  A l l  

Ho l iness ,  Speaker  o f  Par l i am ent ,  Min i s te r  o f  Jus t ice ,  o ther  m in is te rs ,  

exce l lences ,  Ro ya l  H ighness ,  good  f r iends ,  and a l l  o f  you in  t h is  room .   

I t  i s  a  p r iv i l ege  to  address  th is  g roup  th is  a f te rnoon  br ie f l y ,  because 

address ing  the  in te r… between cor rup t ion ,  r esource  exp lo i ta t ion ,  the  

env i ronm ent ,  deve lopm ent  and hum an secur i t y ,  our  them e cou ld  no t  be  t im er  as  

the  g loba l  comm uni t y  ree ls  f rom  one c r is is  to  another ,  c r is is  in  energ y supp l y,  in  

the  food  supp l y,  and  now a  f inanc ia l  c r is is ,  tha t  th rea tens  to  d rug  down,  no t  j us t  

wea l th y f inanc ia l  i ns t i tu t i ons ,  bu t  to  wipe  ou t  ga ins  m ade b y em erg ing  econom ies 

and to  pu t  a  f u r ther  s t ra in  on  the  wor lds  poores t  count r ies .   

And  we face  the  long  te rm  task  o f  respond ing  to  c l im ate  change as  we l l ,  

poss ib l y the  greates t  governess  cha l lenge  in  hum an h is to r y,  whether  i t  i s  the  

ro le  o f  cor rup t ion  tha t  p lays  in  i l lega l  l og in ,  the  t r ansparency o f  subs id ised  

schem es  to  reduce carbon em iss ions  or  the  m anagem ent  o f  an  inc reas ing  s t ra in  

water  supp l y.   

The hum an cos t  o f  cor rup t ion  here  is  rea l .   

And  o f  course  the  em erg ing  econom ic  c r is is  has  been ins t ruc t i ve  as  to  j us t  

how in tegra ted  our  wor ld  is .  For  exam ple ,  the  cha l lenge o f  c l imate  change knows  

no boarder .  Car  exhaus t  f o r  ha l f  the  wor ld  awa y m el ts….and the  Andes ,  and i t  i s  

awa y a t  the  po lar  r ise  gap.   
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And as  weather  pa t te rns  change,  peop le  l i v ing  on  the  edge o f  deser ts ,  

f ind  the i r  a rab le  land ing  so  eroded,  where  towns ,  v i l l ages  and fa rms  are  los t  to  

g rowing comm uni t ies .   

So,  T ransparenc y In te rna t iona l  2008 G loba l  Cor rup t ion  Repor t ,  wh ich  was  

on W atcher ,  qua l i f i es  the  inc rease cos t  o f  water  th rough br ibes ,  k ick  backs ,  

co l lus ion  and subs tandard  work ,  wh ich  adds ,  we  fee l ,  a lm os t  15  b i l l i on  do l l a rs  

US to  the  cos t  o f  ach iev ing  the  water  re la ted  ta rge ts  o f  the  Mi l l enn ium 

Deve lopm ent  Goa ls .   

A  lack  o f  accountab i l i t y  and  t ransparenc y has  cont r ibu ted  to  t h is  c r is is  

and th rea tens  to  f u r ther  th is  c r is is  t o  m ake i t  even deeper .   

On ly a t  the  fo rum s,  such as  the  IACC,  and thank  you Bar r y O ’Keefe  fo r  

b r ing ing  us  together ,  can we br ing  the  exper t ise ,  the  perspec t i ve ,  the  exper ience  

necessary to  e f f ec t ive l y r a in  i n  the  co r rup t ion  tha t  t h rea tens  our  comm on 

sus ta inab le  fu tu re .  

New approaches  and  new too ls  a re  needed,  par t icu la r l y  a t  t he  in te r faces  

be tween issues ,  reg ions  and sec tors .  In  pub l ic  p rocurem ent  f o r  exam ple ,  wh ich  

is  then over lapped o f  the  pr i va te  and the  pub l ic  sec tors ,  an  es t im ated 10% of  the  

4  t r i l l i on  US do l la rs  spent  annua l l y  a re  los t  to  cor rup t ion .  That  is  about  400  

b i l l i on  do l la rs .   

I t  cou ld  dea l  w i th  a  lo t  o f  H IV cam paigns ,  wi th  a  lo t  o f  m ed ica t ions  to  

those who don ’ t  have  any,  t o  water  supp l y  to  the  thousands  communi t ies  around  

the  wor ld  who do not  have tha t .   

So,  dur ing  the  com ing da ys  in  our  d iscuss ions  o f  sec tors  and sys tem s,  

leg is la t ions ,  convent ions ,  and m echan isms,  le t  us  bare  in  m ind tha t  th is  is  

u l t im ate ly about  human l i ves ,  i t  i s  abou t  l i f e ,  i t  i s  about  death .   

I t  i s  about  ensur ing  tha t  s ta te  revenues  f rom  natura l  resources  goes  to  

bu i ld  t he  schoo l  f o r  ch i l d ren ,  the  hosp i ta ls  f o r  the  s ick ,  and roads  fo r  c i t i zens .   

I t  i s  abou t  bus iness  and governm ent ,  enr i ch ing  the  l i ves  o f  the  peop le  in  

the i r  comm uni t ies  ra ther  underm in ing  those th rough cor rup t ion .   

And i t  i s  about  ensur ing  access  to  j us t ice  fo r  a l l .  And i t  i s  a lso  abou t  c iv i l  

soc ie t y,  governm ents ,  bus iness  sec tor  and  o thers  work ing  together  exac t l y  what  

we have  in  th is  room  toda y.   

The conference is  ded ica ted  to  the  peop le .  W e have the  pr i v i lege to  work  

fo r  them ,  to  f ind  so lu t ions  fo r  a l lev ia t ing  pover t y,  ….and conf l i c t  tha t  cor rup t ion  

breeds .   

The cha l lenges  are  immense,  bu t  so  is  the  comm i tment  and the  c rea t i v i t y  

o f  the  an t i - cor rup t ion  comm uni t y ga thered  here .  Le t  us  be  insp i red  b y the  sp i r i t  

o f  these Greek  ph i losophers .   

And  thank  you  Mr .  Pr im e Min is te r  t o  you,  your  Governm ent  and to  t he  

peop le  o f  Greece fo r  the i r  warm  hosp i ta l i t y  and fo r  your  suppor t .   

Thank  you.   
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M aster  o f  Ceremonies:  

Thank  you  Mrs .  Labe l le .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  inv i te  the  Min is te r  o f  Jus t ice  Greece ,  Mr .  

Sot i r is  Hatz igak is .   

 

M r  HATZIGAKIS:  

His  A l l  Ho l iness ,  Ba r tho lom ew,  Archb ishop o f  Cons tant inop le ,  New Rom e and 

Ecum enica l  Pat r i a rch ,  

H is  Beat i tude Ie ronym os ,  Archb ishop o f  A thens  and a l l  Greece,  

Pres ident  o f  the  Greek  Governm ent ,  

Speaker  o f  the  Greek  Par l iam ent ,  

Fe l l ow M in is te rs ,   

Am bassadors ,   

Consu ls ,   

Mem bers  o f  Par l iam ent ,   

Lad ies  and Gen t lem en,  

 

The phenom enon o f  cor rup t ion  and the  need to  com bat  i t  ex tends  over  

m any areas ,  f i r s t  and fo rem os t  the  po l i t i ca l  and econom ic  sec tors .  I t  i s  o f ten  

sa id  tha t  cor rup t ion  i s  a  recent  phenom enon in  the  f ie lds  o f  po l i t i ca l  and pub l ic  

adm in is t ra t ion .  And ye t ,  the  f i r s t  h is to r ica l  case o f  cor rup t ion ,  comm i t ted  by a  

so ld ie r  o f  the  K ing ,  was  recorded on the  tab le ts  o f  Mesopotam ia  a lm os t  3500 

years  ago .  S im i la r  cases ,  w i th  harsh  fo rms  of  pun ishm ent ,  occur red  in  Anc ien t  

Eg ypt ,  under  the  Pharaohs .  

Cor rup t ion  is  there fore  a  d iachron ic  phenom enon.  The greater  scope o f  

cor rup t ion  is  v is ib le  in  non-dem ocra t ic  soc ie t ies  and o f  course  in  to ta l i t a r ian  

s ta tes .  The h is to r ian  Sueton ius ,  f o r  exam ple ,  denounced the  so ld ie rs  o f  t he  

Rom an Em pi re .  In  t he  words  o f  Lord  A tk ins ,  “Power  cor rup ts ,  and  abso lu te  power  

cor rup ts  abso lu te l y. ”  O f  course ,  unear th ing  cor rup t ion  in  a  dem ocracy is  m uch 

eas ie r . 

Exam ples  o f  b r iber y and cor rup t ion  can a lso  be  found  in  the  h is to r y o f  

dem ocracy in  Anc ien t  Greece.  Bu t  in  t hose cases ,  bo th  t r i a ls  and pun ishm ent  

were  pub l ic .  Because in  a  dem ocracy,  t he  ru le  o f  law preva i ls .  Because in  a  

dem ocracy,  the  ru le  o f  j us t ice  is  re in fo rced.  That  is  why soc ie t ies  were  fo rm ed.  

In  a  dem ocracy,  m an  is  no t  servant  to  a  m as ter .  He is  a  c i t i zen .  And  as  a  f ree 

c i t i zen  and as  a  f ree  m an he has  the  r igh t  to  dem and tha t  the  po l i t i ca l  powers  

tha t  be  respec t  and suppor t  t he  ru les  o f  j us t ice .  Espec ia l l y those ru les  o f  j us t ice  

tha t  de f ine  pr inc ip les  and va lues ,  such as  equa l  r igh ts ,  equa l i t y  be fore  the  law 

and f reedom  for  a l l .  

Cor rup t ion  is  there fo re  no t  j us t  a  m ere  i l lega l  exchange.  I t  i s  the  ver y  

degenera t ion  o f  po l i t i ca l  l i f e .  I t  i s  a  g rowth  a f f l i c t ing  soc ie t y.  As  such,  we a l l  

need to  be  par t icu la r l y  wary,  espec ia l l y  when resor t ing  to  genera l isa t ions  o f  

cor rup t ion .  W aging bat t l e  aga ins t  cor rup t ion  is  a  po l i t i ca l  ac t .  Man y t im es  we 
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d igress ,  espec ia l l y  when we s tar t  rum ours  or  m ake uncor robora ted  c la im s .  I f  we 

do no t  respec t  the  ru le  o f  law,  com bat ing  cor rup t ion  can lapse in to  the  e th ica l  

m urder  o f  our  f e l low hum an be ings .  Because rum ours ,  uncor robora ted  c la im s  are  

no t  so l i d  p roo f .  Indeed,  m any a  t im e we  m ay breed a  d iseased env i ronm ent  f o r  

cor ros ive  goss ip  m onger ing .  W e need to  s tay awa y f rom  such  mora l is ing .   

The bes t  way to  com bat  cor rup t ion  is  f o r  soc ie t y t o  ra ise  wa l ls  a round  

those who open l y benef i t  f rom  cor rup t ion .  I f  th is  is  no t  done,  t hen cor rup t ion  w i l l  

con t inue to  g row.   

Cor rup t ion  is  com bated b y m eans  o f  laws ,  and m echan isms;  bu t  i t  i s  

p r im ar i l y  com bated  by those soc ie t ies ,  t hose dem ocra t ic  soc ie t ies ,  tha t  em brace 

the  pr inc ip les  o f  law and jus t ice  and are  bu i l t  on  the  consc iousness  and v i r tues  

o f  the i r  c i t i zens .  In  t he  ap t  words  o f  A lex is  De Tocquev i l le ,  “m onarch ies  have  

honour  as  a  pr inc ip le ,  bu t  dem ocrac ies  are  bu i l t  on  the  v i r tue  o f  t he i r  c i t i zens ” .
1
  

The bat t l e  aga ins t  co r rup t ion  there fore  requ i res  soc ia l  v i r t ue .  That  is  wh y 

spec i f ic  goa ls  a re  r equ i red .  The f i r s t  and m os t  im por tan t  goa l  is  to  have  a  

broader  g rasp on po l i t i cs .  The m on i to r ing  o f  po l i t i c ians ,  po l i t i ca l  par t ies  and the  

in fo rm at ion  channe ls  o f  the  c i t i zen  de term ine the  pa th  o f  a  comm uni t y.  I  am  

fe rvent l y  conv inced tha t  l i ke  po l i t i c ians  and po l i t i ca l  par t ies ,  the  m ass m ed ia  

a lso  need  to  be  prudent l y m on i to red .  

In  the  contex t  o f  sa feguard ing  ins t i tu t ions  f rom  unwanted in f luences ,  we in  

the  Governm ent ,  in  f u l f i l l ing  the  orders  and gu ide l i nes  o f  our  Pr im e Min is te r ,  

Kos tas  Karam anl is ,  have  vo ted  in  f avour  o f  laws  aga ins t  cor rup t ion  and  m oney 

obta ined i l l i c i t l y  in  t he  pub l ic ,  adm in is t ra t i ve  and  pr i va te  sec tor s .  Le t  m e m ent ion  

bu t  a  f ew m easures  we have  adopted thus  fa r .  Br iber y,  be  i t  pass ive  or  ac t i ve ,  i s  

now cons idered a  cap i ta l  o f f ence.  W e have s t rengthened our  cont ro l  m echan ism s 

by equ ipp ing  them  wi th  hum an resources .  A breach o f  t rus t  in  the  prov is ion  o f  

serv ices  has  been conver ted  f rom  a  m isdem eanour  c r im e in to  a  cap i ta l  o f f ence.   

S ince 2004,  our  governm ent  has  re in fo rced i t s  i ns t i t u t i ona l  a rsena l  i n  

counter ing  the  lack  o f  t ransparenc y.  W e have res t ruc tured com pet i t ions  in  t he  

pub l ic  sec tor .  W e have fo r t i f ied  the  cap i ta l  m arke t .  W e have s t rengthened the  

He l len ic  Com pet i t ion  Comm iss ion .  W e have res t ruc tured and launched the  

m echan ism s m oni to r ing  the  incom e and assets  o f  j ud ic ia l  o f f i c ia ls .  W e have 

secured the  hones t  r a t i f i ca t ion  processes  o f  cour ts .  W e have res t ruc tured and  

bo ls te red  the  superv i s ion  o f  cour ts  and judges .  

Our  second goa l  is  cent red  on  jus t ice .  Because jus t ice  can breed  

cor rup t ion ,  even i f  a  j udge is  no t  b r ibed.  I  am  re fer r ing  to  m ajor  de lays  in  the  

lega l  s ys tem .  That  is  wh y we have adop ted a  num ber  o f  m easures .  W e have  

taken ac t ion  to  speed up  the  lega l  adm in is t ra t i ve  process .  W e have la id  down  

new ru les  fo r  t he  vo lun tar y r es ignat ion  o f  j udges  who,  due to  i l l ness  or  

ine f f ic iency,  a re  unab le  to  f u l f i l  t he i r  du t ies  an y longer .  

                                                 
1
 This quotation has been translated from Greek into English. 
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W e have ach ieved re forms  in  the  opera t ion  and organ isa t ion  o f  the  

Nat iona l  Schoo l  o f  Judges ,  t hereby ensur ing  the  bes t  educat ion  fo r  f u tu re  

judges .  W e have begun to  abo l ish  the  s ys tem s by wh ich  the  Ch ie f s  o f  im por tan t  

Cour ts  a re  e lec ted  by the i r  equa ls  o r  by  the i r  younger  co l l eagues .  That  wa y,  

po l i t i ca l  t ies  and par t i sansh ip  are  e l im ina ted.  

By m eans  o f  a  new b i l l  f o r  the  re form  o f  the  Code o f  C iv i l  Procedure  we  

hope to  speed up c i v i l  p roceed ings  and guarantee the  e f f ic ien t  adm in is t ra t ion  o f  

j us t ice .  

Our  th i rd  goa l  is  to  com bat  t ra f f i ck ing  and  the  abuse o f  ch i ld ren ,  the  m os t  

vu lnerab le  o f  a l l  soc ia l  g roups .  W e have adopted and cont inue to  adopt  cer ta in ,  

spec i f ic  m easures .  W e have  “arm ed”  ourse lves ,  b y m eans  o f  laws  pro tec t ing  

ch i ld ren  aga ins t  the  phenom ena o f  ch i ld  labour ,  o rgan t ra f f ick ing ,  sexua l  abuse  

and exp lo i ta t ion  and ch i ld  pornograph y.  Thanks  to  the  new prov is ions  o f  the  law,  

the  pro tec t ion  o f  persona l  da ta  has  been revoked,  espec ia l l y  as  regards  he inous  

c r im es ,  inc lud ing  paedoph i l i a ,  v io len t  c r im es ,  d rug  t ra f f ick ing  and a l l  c r im es 

comm i t ted  aga ins t  the  weaker  soc ia l  g roups ,  i .e .  wom en and ch i l d ren .  

Fur therm ore ,  due to  the  prov is ions  fac i l i ta t ing  adopt ions ,  and the  b i l l  

be ing  d iscussed in  Par l iam ent ,  ch i l d  t ra f f i ck ing  ne tworks  are  be ing  com bated .  

F ina l l y ,  by the  end  o f  the  year  we w i l l  have vo ted  on the  b i l l  on  the  pro tec t ion  o f  

ch i ld ren  f rom  sexua l  exp lo i ta t ion  and abuse.  W e have a lso  pu t  t ogether  a  b i l l  to  

tack le  cyberc r im e and  rac ia l  v io lence and  c r im es .  

Our  f our th  goa l  regards  drug t ra f f ick ing .  I t  i s  a  f ac t  tha t  a  soc ie t y a l l owing  

the  sou ls  and bra ins  o f  i t s  m embers ,  espec ia l l y  i t s  youth ,  to  becom e m ush,  is  a 

soc ie t y tha t  has  degraded i t se l f .  The dra f t  b i l l  we are  propos ing  fo r  the  

res t ruc tur ing  o f  the  Forens ic  Med ic ine  Depar tm ent  and wh ich  w i l l  be  presented 

before  Par l iam ent  shor t l y ,  com pr ises  prov is ions  fo r  the  es tab l i shm ent  o f  d rug  

rehab i l i ta t ion  cen t res  fo r  p r isoners ,  and prov is ions  fo r  t he  in tegra t ion  o f  

de ten t ion  cen t res  in  t he  Na t iona l  Hea l th  S ys tem .  

The prov is ions  tha t  a re  s low ly be ing  in tegra ted  in to  ou r  na t iona l  

leg is la t ion  are  the  dec is ions  o f  the  European Counc i l  regard ing  the  sever i t y  o f  

pena l t ies  and drug t r a f f ick ing .  

I t  i s  we l l - known tha t  there  is  a  f o rm  o f  cor rup t ion  in  a l l  pub l ic  spheres  o f  

l i f e .  I  do  no t  w ish  to  a f f i rm ,  nor  shou ld  I  a f f i rm ,  tha t  soc ie t y as  a  who le  has  been  

contam inated  b y cor rup t ion .  There  are  pub l ic  f unc t ionar ies  and m any o ther  

peop le  tha t  we don ’ t  know o f  who hum bly  fu l f i l  the i r  du ty to  soc ie t y.  I  w ish  to  

express  m y adm ira t ion  and respec t  t o  those peop le .  

A t  the  sam e t im e,  I  w ish  to  h igh l i gh t  the  wa ys  in  wh ich  we can com bat  

cor rup t ion .  W e need not  on l y in t roduce laws ,  bu t  a lso  op t  f o r  the  c rea t ion  o f  an  

accountab le  env i ronment .  P la to  te l ls  us  in  “The Repub l ic ”  tha t  a  soc ie t y w ish in g  

to  t ake  on  cor rup t ion  needs  to  seek  jus t ice ,  w isdom ,  m easure  and courage.  

Jus t ice  and  wisdom  for  the  po l i t i c ian ,  measure  and courage  fo r  the  c i t i zen .  
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Measure  is  knowing your  boundar ies ,  f o r  beyond boundar ies  l ies  abuse .  Courage 

is  the  pub l ic  suppor t  o f  j us t ice  fo r  hum ani ty.  

F ina l l y ,  we need to  know tha t  we can  succeed in  the  ba t t le  aga ins t  

cor rup t ion  b y es tab l ish ing  educat iona l  po l ic ies .  Not  on ly th rough s im p le  

educat ion ,  wh ich  on l y  p rov ides  peop le  wi th  re la ted  know how,  bu t  w i th  p ro found  

educat ion  tha t  teaches  pr inc ip les ,  tha t  t eaches  va lues .  Cor rup t ion  is  no t  a  

d isease l i ke  AIDS.  There  is  no  one m ed ic ine  to  counter  i t .  Cor rup t ion  has  i t s  

roo ts  in  the  very m ake-up o f  m an,  where  the  caves  o f  g reed and obsess ion  are  

found.  

In  conc lus ion ,  I  w ish  to  em phas ise  the  fo l low ing :  our  count r y is  m ak ing  

huge e f fo r ts  to  tack le  cor rup t ion ,  a t  na t iona l  l eve l  and togethe r  wi th  European  

and in te rna t iona l  bod ies .  W e are  prom ot ing  po l ic ies  tha t  w i l l  a l l ow us  to  reach a  

p le thora  o f  pos i t i ve  resu l ts .  O f  course ,  i t  goes  w i thout  sa ying  tha t  the  road  

ahead is  a  long and weary one.  I  f i rm ly be l ieve ,  however ,  tha t  t he  d iscuss ions  to  

be  he ld  dur ing  th is  i n te rna t iona l  conference wi l l  m ake a  s ign i f ican t  cont r ibu t ion  

to  our  work .  

Thank  you.  

 

Κος  ………….:  

Ευχαρ ιστούµε  κύρ ιε  Υπουργέ .  Θα  ήθελα  να  καλέσω  τον  Πρόεδρο  του  Ελλην ικού  

Κοινοβουλ ίου ,  κ .  ∆ηµήτρη  Σιούφα .  

 

Κος  ΣΙΟΥΦΑΣ :  

 

On beha l f  o f  the  He l len ic  Par l i am ent  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  g ree t  t he  13 th  In te rna t iona l  

Ant i -Cor rup t ion  Conference and express  warm es t  apprec ia t ion  fo r  hav ing  your  

Conference in  our  count r y.  

W e we lcom e and commend you on your  work .  I t  i s  ac tua l l y  t he  im pac t  o f  

your  work  tha t  g rea t l y  cont r ibu tes  to  dem ocracy,  j us t ice  and growth  wor ldw ide .  

The 13th  In te rna t iona l  Ant i -Cor rup t ion  Conference touches  on a  num ber  o f  

issues ,  wh ich  are  amongs t  those m os t  v i ta l  in  te rm s o f  the  course  o f  the  W or ld  

in  t he  21s t  centur y .  Th is  conference pursues  jo in t  answers  to  cor rup t ion  

ques t ions  and phenom ena tha t  underm ine  both  the  present  and the  fu tu re  o f  

na t ions ,  soc ie t ies  and the  W or ld  Comm uni t y.  I t  looks  fo r  answers  to  the  

ca tas t roph ic  im pac t  tha t  cor rup t ion  has  d i rec t l y  and tha t  t he  to le rance thereof  

has  ind i rec t l y  on  

- the  peacefu l  coex is tence between the  peop les  and c i t i zen  secur i t y  

- the  d is t r ibu t ion  and use o f  na tura l  resources  and energ y 

-c l im ate  change and env i ronm enta l  dec l ine  

-  sus ta inab le  g loba l  g rowth .  
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The them at ic  a reas  (s t reams)  o f  th is  Conference regard  a  who le  range o f  issues  

tha t  de term ine 

-growth  and qua l i t y  o f  l i f e  

-sa fe t y and progress  fo r  the  peop le  

- the  prospec ts  and the  fu tu re  o f  our  P lanet .  

They per ta in  to  Hum an R ights ,  Jus t ice ,  Secur i t y ,  a id ing  peop les  in  need;  

They per ta in  to  cap i ta l i z ing  on  Renewable  Energ y Sources ,  and pro tec t ing  our  

na tura l  wea l th ,  f o res ts  and water  resources ;  

They per ta in  to  c l im ate  change and our  own dut y t o  aver t  imm inent  r isks ;  

They per ta in  to  cond i t ions  the  new G loba l  e ra  pu ts  in  p lace ,  the  ro le  o f  

in te rna t iona l  o rgan iza t ions  and re levant  agenc ies  and c i t i zen  soc ie t y  

m ob i l i za t ion  tha t  is  needed.  

Cor rup t ion  is  a  chron ic  d isease,  f ound in  every soc ie t y,  th roughout  the  

course  o f  Mank ind .  A t  d i f f e ren t  loca t ions  and po in ts  in  t im e,  t he  ra te  o f  spread 

and in tens i t y o f  th is  phenom enon m ay d i f f e r .  T im e and aga in ,  in  a  var ie t y o f  

p laces  the  wor ld  over ,  H is to r y te l ls  us  o f  per iods  o f  in tense  cor rup t ion ,  f o l l owed  

by per iods  o f  dec l i ne ,  be  i t  soc ia l ,  econom ic  or  po l i t i ca l .  In  each  and ever y case,  

repercuss ions  have  been and s t i l l  rem ain  d isas t rous  fo r  s ta tes ,  peop le ,  

comm uni t ies  tha t  d id  g i ve  in  and do sur render  t o  the  m orb id  phenom enon o f  

cor rup t ion .  Today,  the  W or ld  is  go ing  th rough an unprecedented era .  W e are  

l i v ing  in  t he  g loba l i za t ion  era ,  a  t im e o f  in te rna t iona l  in te rdependence and fas t -

paced g loba l  deve lopm ents .   Jus t  l i ke  the  case is  wi th  a l l  soc ia l  phenom ena,  

cor rup t ion  phenom ena are  acqu i r ing  new d im ens ions ,  nove l  s ign i f i cance and ,  

above a l l ,  new repercuss ions .  They do not  s im p ly a f fec t  the  course  o f  soc ie t y 

a lone,  bu t  t he y a lso  im pac t  on  the  prospec ts  and evo lu t ion  o f  the  G lobe.   

I t  i s  f o r  tha t  reason  tha t  the  them at ic  s t ream s o f  your  Conference are  h igh l y  

top ica l  and t im e ly.  

They are  per t inent  to ,  f i r s t  and fo rem os t ,  the  g loba l  f inanc ia l  c r is is  and i t s  

success ive  s tages :  f rom the  t im e o f  the  sharp  inc rease in  energ y pr ices  

wor ldw ide,  t he  r ise  in  raw m ater ia l  and s tap les ’  p r ices  th roughout  the  las t  th ree  

years ,  to  the  c red i t  c runch tha t  began in  t he  fa l l  o f  2007 in  t he  USA and wh ich  

gradua l l y  spread  to  cur ren t l y  a f f ec t  the  en t i re  g lobe.  Mos t  im por tan t l y ,  the y 

per ta in  t o  t he  advent  o f  a  g loba l l y  apparent  recess ion  and the  spec t re  o f  

unem ploym en t ,  wh ich  is  a  t h rea t  to  t he  wor ld  comm uni t y.  I t  i s  a l read y wide l y  

acknowledged tha t ,  the  m ain  ( i f  no t  the  on l y)  reason beh ind  such negat i ve  

deve lopm ents  was  greed and,  as  a  resu l t ,  cor rup t ion :  ind iv idua l ,  co l lec t i ve  and  

ins t i t u t i ona l  cor rup t ion .  In  h inds igh t ,  i t  i s  wide ly acknowledged tha t  what  is  

essent ia l l y  requ i red  i s  a  new and s t r ic te r  se t  o f  ru les  to  govern  g loba l  f inanc ia l  

s ys tem  opera t ions .  These are  ru les  tha t  shou ld  app l y th roughout  the  W or ld  and  

wh ich  a l l  shou ld  compl y wi th .  

I t  i s  the  exac t  sam e reason,  i . e .  the  cankerworm o f  cor rup t ion ,  wh ich  is  

am ongs t  an  assor tm ent  o f  reasons  beh ind  the  energy and env i ronm enta l  
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cha l lenge.  I t  i s  the re  in  t he  i r ra t iona l  use  o f  na tura l  resources  and the  

des t ruc t ion  o f  the  env i ronm ent .  I t  i s  t here  in  a  v ic ious  c i r c le  tha t  is  de t r im enta l  

to  equ i l ib r ium  between c l im ate  and our  na tura l  wea l th .  I t  i s  a l l  bu t  too  obv ious  

tha t  env i ronm enta l  downgrade inev i t ab l y leads  to  g loba l  warm ing and tha t  g loba l  

warm ing acce lera tes  env i ronm enta l  dem ise .  Thus ,  i t  i s  no t  j us t  sus ta inab i l i t y  o f  

g rowth  tha t  is  underm ined but  qua l i t y  o f  l i f e  as  we l l .  The ex is tence o f  m ore 

fo rms  o f  l i f e  is  th rea tened .  As  a  resu l t ,  the  fu tu re  o f  the  en t i re  P lanet  is  under  

th rea t .  

Moreover ,  there  is  no  ques t ion  about  t he  d isas t rous  im pac t  o f  cor rup t ion  on  

dec is ions ,  ac t ions  or  even om iss ions  tha t  a re  l i nked to  

- the  peacefu l  coex is tence am ongs t  the  peop les  

-o rgan ised c r im ina l  ac t iv i t i es  

-d rug  t ra f f ick ing  

-a rm s  t ra f f ick ing  and c rea t ing  conf l i c t  s i tua t ions  to  use such  armam ents  

-hum an t ra f f ick ing .  

The a forem ent ioned  m ake up a  dangerous  se t t i ng  a t  the  s ta r t  o f  the  21s t  

centur y,  a  se t t i ng  we need to  redef ine ,  ra ther  than le t  m odern  h is to r y repea t  

i t se l f ,  l e t  a lone  20 th  centur y h is to r y in  par t icu la r .  W e are  cer ta in l y aware  tha t  

cor rup t ion  cannot  d isappear  com ple te l y.  I t  i s  an  in tegra l  par t  o f  hum an nature .  

S t i l l ,  t h is  does  no t  mean tha t  we shou ld  subm i t  ourse lves  to  a  f a ta l is t ic  approach  

abou t  i t s  ex is tence and spread .  Th is  ra the r  s ign i f ies  an  even s t ronger  c lash  w i th  

i t .  I t  m eans  even m ore  power fu l  t r ansparency ins t i tu t i ons ,  wi th  m arked pres t ige  

and c lear  app l ica t ions  to  com bat  i t .  I t  m arks  m ore  e f fec t ive  prevent ion ,  cont ro l  

and overs igh t  m echan ism s.  I t  s ign i f ies  a  s t ronger  r e la t ionsh ip  be tween the  s ta te  

and i t s  c i t i zens .  I t  m eans  m ore  Dem ocracy ever ywhere ,  th rough pro-  

t ransparenc y ins t i tu t i ona l  p rov is ions  fo r ,  a t  the  loca l ,  na t iona l  and g loba l  l eve l ,  

bo th  w i th in  the  s ta tes  and as  regards  re la t i ons  am ong the  s ta tes ,  f o r  

comm uni t ies  and c i t i zens  a l ike .  

Today,  the  du t y o f  us  a l l  i s  to  take  a  f i rm  s tance aga ins t  cor rup t ion .  I t  i s  

now m ore  im pera t ive  than ever  be fore .  I t  i s  a l l  abou t  the  fu tu re ,  o f  no t  s im p ly  

any g i ven soc ie t y,  bu t  ra ther  the  course  o f  the  W or ld ,  our  P lane t  and Mank ind .  I t  

i s  needed and requ i red  as  a  precond i t i on  fo r  a  m ore  jus t  W or ld ,  a  m ore 

sus ta inab le  fu tu re .  W ith  these thoughts  in  m ind,  le t  m e,  on  beha l f  o f  the  He l len ic  

Par l iam ent  and a l l  f e l l ow MPs f rom  a l l  po l i t i ca l  par t ies  w i th in  i t ,  g ree t  th is  

Conference,  wh ich  we co-hos t .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  congra tu la te  the  Cha i r  o f  

T ransparency In te rna t iona l ,  the  na t iona l  bureaus  thereof ,  and a l l  who f igh t  f o r  

the  sam e cause.  Le t  m e a lso  commend T ransparency In te rna t iona l  –Greece  on  

the  exce l len t  o rgan iza t ion  o f  th is  Conference and the  Greek  Governm ent  as  the  

pa t ron  o f  th is  event .  W e look  fo rward  to  t he  ou tcom e o f  your  de l i bera t ions  and 

work  be ing  a  com pass  fo r  the  W or ld .  Congra tu la t i ons  once m ore and,  res t  

assured,  we s tand  b y you .   
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M r KAR AM ANLIS 

 

Your  A l l  Ho l iness ,  

Your  Bea t i t ude ,  

 

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  we lcome the  Ecum enica l  Pa t r ia rch ,  d is t ingu ished  po l i t i c ians  f rom 

f r iend l y count r ies ,  the  Board  o f  D i rec tor s  o f  T ransparency In te rna t iona l ,  the  

Boards  o f  the  Nat iona l  Chapters  o f  the  Organ iza t ion ,  the  sc ien t is ts  and  

researchers  who are  here  to  subm i t  ideas  and proposa ls .  W e thank  you warm ly  

fo r  your  dec is ion  to  ho ld  th is  Conference here  in  Greece,  and I  congra tu la te  the  

organ izers .  

 

Lad ies  and Gen t lem en,  

 

The them at ic  s t reams tha t  a re  the  focus  o f  th is  year ’s  Conference are  ex t rem ely  

t im e ly and o f  g rea t  im por tance fo r  the  progress  o f  peop les .  The outbreak  o f  the  

m os t  ser ious  pos t -war  econom ic  c r is is  leaves  no  room  for  doubt .  Unt i l  recent l y ,  

the  g loba l  comm uni t y  was  faced w i th  repeated,  s teep inc reases  in  the  pr ices  o f  

energ y,  raw m ater ia l s  and bas ic  f oods tu f f s .  I t  was  faced a lso  wi th  g rowing  

in f la t ion ,  h igh  pr ices  and wi th  an  indesc r ibab le  food c r is is  in  dozens  o f  reg ions  

o f  the  so-ca l l ed  “Th i r d  W or ld ” .  

 

A  m onth  and a  ha l f  ago,  the  wor ld  was  gr ipped by an  unprecedented f inanc ia l  

c r is is  tha t  b roke out  in  the  U .S.  and spread to  Europe and As ia .  In  the  face  o f  

th is  te r r ib le  tu rn  o f  even ts ,  European and g loba l  in te r vent ions  sough t  to  aver t  a  

m ore  genera l  co l lapse,  des ignat ing  the  fo l low ing  as  the  bas ic  gu ide l ines  o f  the  

comm on e f fo r t :  

 

•  More  sys tem at ic  supe rv is ion  o f  f inanc ia l  ins t i tu t ions  

•  Im proved t ransparency in  the  m anagem ent  o f  cap i ta l  

•  Ensur ing  the  accountab i l i t y  o f  m anagem ent  

 

W hi le  these m easures  have ha l ted  the  c r i s is  f o r  the  present ,  i t  i s  c lear  t ha t  the  

deeper  p rob lem s o f  the  under l y ing  econom y rem ain .  The g loba l  comm uni t y is  

now on the  th resho ld  o f  a  recess ion  o f  unpred ic tab le  in tens i t y and dura t ion .  Th is  

is  a  b leak  rea l i t y  tha t  b r ings  w i th  i t  heavy respons ib i l i t i es  f o r  a l l  concerned ,  

d ic ta t ing  these  essen t ia l  s teps :  

 

•  To  ident i f y  and dea l  w i th  the  bas ic  causes  o f  the  prob lem .  

•  To  c rea te  s t rong defens ive  m echan isms aga ins t  h idden  dangers .  



 
 

 13 

•  To  suppor t  the  bas ic  econom y,  em ploym ent  and c i t i zens  in  t he  greates t  

need .  

 

The deve lopm ents  tha t  a re  shak ing  the  g loba l  econom y are  c lear l y the  resu l t  o f  

m any in te rac t ing  fac tors .  Bu t  there  is  a  reason  comm on to  the  in te rna t iona l  

m ushroom ing o f  p r ices  and to  the  f inanc ia l  c r is is .  I t  i s  the  inadequacy o f  

t ransparenc y regu la t ions  and the  confus ion  tha t  is  be ing  de l ibe ra te l y c rea ted  as  

to  the  m os t  f undam enta l  p r inc ip le  o f  the  f ree  m arket :   the  pr inc ip le  tha t  a  f ree  

m arket  is  no t  an  unaccountab le  m arket .  W hat  we conf ron t  is  the  lack  of  

t ransparenc y,  g reed and unbr id led  g loba l  specu la t ion .  

 

So there  can be no  doub t  as  to  what  needs  to  be  done on a  g loba l  leve l .  

Cor rup t ion  has  proved to  be  h igh l y i n fec t ious  in  the  in te rna t iona l  m arke ts .  I t  has  

shown tha t  a  new arch i t ec ture  fo r  t he  g loba l  econom y is  an  essen t ia l  

p rerequ is i te  no t  on ly  to  dea l  w i th  t he  cur ren t  c r is is ,  bu t  a lso  to  avo id  s im i la r  

r isks  in  the  fu tu re ;  an  arch i tec ture  whose foundat ion  is  t he  s t r ic t  im p lem enta t ion  

o f  the  pr inc ip les  and ru les  o f  t ransparency.  I t  i s  th is  tha t  g i ves  great  im por tance  

to  an y d iscuss ion  o f :  

 

•  the  ro le  t o  be  assum ed b y the  in te rna t iona l  econom ic  agenc ies .  

•  t ransparenc y in  the  opera t ions  o f  f inanc ia l  ins t i t u t i ons .  

•  re in fo rc ing  in te rna t iona l  coopera t ion  aga ins t  so-ca l led  “ tax  havens” .  

•  im prov ing  the  e f f ic iency o f  superv is ion  m echan ism s and t ransparenc y 

ins t i t u t i ons .  

 

Lad ies  and Gen t lem en,  

 

The Conference ’s  t hem at ic  s t reams on natura l  resources  and energ y,  the  

env i ronm ent  and c l imate  change are  a lso  exceed ing l y t im e ly.  Par t icu la r l y  when  

the  d iscuss ions  address :  

 

•  the  penet ra t ion  o f  cor rup t ion  in to  s t ra teg ies  fo r  p ro tec t ing  the  

env i ronm ent .  

•  the  im pac t  o f  cor rup t ion  on  the  e f fec t iveness  o f  p lanned ac t ions .  

•  the  ro le  o f  cor rup t ion  in  des t ro ying  na tura l  resources  and  th rea ten ing  the  

env i ronm ent .  

 

I  have no hes i t a t ion  in  saying  tha t  wh i le  the  econom ic  c r is is  exer ts  s t i f l ing  

pressure  toda y and in  the  imm edia te  fu tu re ,  des t ruc t ion  o f  the  env i ronm ent  and  

c l im ate  change are  a  dreadfu l  th rea t  t o  the  very roo ts  o f  the  G loba l  Comm uni t y.  

They are  a  th rea t  o f  m ount ing  in tens i t y to :  
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•  sus ta inab le  deve lopment ,  

•  our  qua l i t y  o f  l i f e ,  

•  the  very ex is tence o f  our  p lanet .  

 

How does  cor rup t ion  im pac t  the  des t ruc t ion  o f  the  env i ronm ent ,  the  energ y 

m arket ,  c l im ate  change? Through what  s t ra teg ies  and m odes  o f  in te rna t iona l  

coopera t ion  can we prov ide  de f in i t i ve  so lu t ions? How can we ach ieve these  

so lu t ions  wi thout  de la y? These are  ques t ions  tha t  requ i r e  com prehens ive  

answers ;  and ac t ion .  The cha l lenges  conf ron t  our  every s tep .  The env i ronm ent  

and i t s  p ro tec t ion  is  a  v i ta l  concern .  Com bat ing  cor rup t ion ,  an  enem y o f  l i f e  

i t se l f ,  i s  a  du t y we have to  our  ch i l d ren .  

 

Lad ies  and Gen t lem en,  

 

The them at ic  s t ream on the  peacefu l  co-ex is tence o f  our  peop les  and the  

secur i t y  o f  c i t i zens  i s  a lso  o f  m ajor  im por tance a t  t h is  Conference.  Ter ror ism ,  

o rgan ized  c r im e,  d rug  and arm s  t raf f ick ing ,  hum an r igh ts  abuses ,  Secur i t y  and  

Jus t ice ,  and the  func t ion ing  o f  s ta te  ins t i tu t ions  are  som e o f  the  bas ic  aspec ts  o f  

th is  s t ream .  I t  i s  genera l l y  accep ted today tha t  cor rup t ion  is  f ac i l i ta ted  b y:  

 

•  lack  o f  hum ani ta r ian  educat ion ,  

•  tens ions  c rea ted  b y the  lack  o f  soc ia l  homogene i t y.  

 

Cor rup t ion  is  f ac i l i t a ted  b y bureaucra t ic  p rocedures ,  over lapp ing  leg is la t i on  and 

incom ple te  s ta te  s t ruc tures .  I t  can  be found in  bo th  the  pub l ic  and pr iva te  

sec tors .  I t  i s  a  po l i t i ca l  p rob lem ,  an  econom ic  prob lem ,  a  soc ia l  p rob lem .  I t  i s  

the  woodworm  tha t :  

 

•  ea ts  away a t  t he  soc ia l  f abr ic  and th rea tens  soc ia l  j us t ice .  

•  underm ines  the  func t ion ing  o f  the  s ta te .  

•  encourages  the  unequa l  d is t r i bu t ion  o f  incom e.  

•  inc reases  soc ia l  inequa l i t i es ,  soc ia l  i n jus t i ce  and soc ia l  d is t rus t .  

 

Your  d iscuss ions  on  the  s t ra teg ies  and s ynerg ies  requ i red  to  f igh t  on  th is  vas t  

f ron t  wi l l  be  ex t rem ely usefu l  on  a  wor ldw ide sca le .  A l l  count r ies  s t i l l  need to  do  

m uch m ore .  I  assure  you tha t  the  Greek  governm ent  takes  The T ransparency 

In te rna t iona l ’s  p roposa ls  under  ser ious  cons idera t ion  and p roceeds  to  the  

necessary re fo rms .  

 

As  we heard  ear l ie r ,  we have a l read y im proved the  de te r ren t  leg is la t i ve  

f ram ework .  
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•  W e have m ade i t  a  f e lon y to  engage in  ac t s  o f  cor rup t ion  to  the  de t r im ent  

o f  the  pub l ic  sec tor .  

•  W e have enac ted s t r i c t  laws  to  conf ron t  co r rup t ion  in  the  pr i va te  sec tor .  

•  W e are  prom ot ing  a  com prehens ive  p lan  to  acce lera te  the  d ispens ing  o f  

j us t ice .  

•  W e are  s t rengthen ing  superv is ion  m echan ism s.  

 

W ith  regard  to  econom ic  ac t iv i t y  and f isca l  po l ic y:  

 

•  W e have es tab l ished  t ransparent  p rocedures  fo r  award ing  pub l ic  p ro jec ts  

and procurem ents .  

•  W e have in t roduced  sa feguards  fo r  the  t ransparen t  opera t ion  o f  s ta te  

en terpr ises  and  organ iza t ions .  

•  W e have incorpora ted  the  Spec ia l  Accounts  in to  the  Genera l  Budget .  

 

As  T ransparency In te rna t iona l  has  po in ted  ou t ,  Greece has  gone f rom  re t rea t  

and s tagna t ion  to  the  gradua l  im provem ent  o f  i t s  Cor rup t ion  Pe rcept ions  Index .  

Year  by year ,  i t  i s  improv ing  i t s  score .  But  I  m us t  confess  tha t  we have not  ye t  

ach ieved the  resu l ts  we want  and we are  comm i t ted  to  s tepp ing  up  the  pace.  

 

Lad ies  and Gen t lem en,  

T ransparency In te rna t iona l ,  as  we know,  does  not  m easure  the  cor rup t ion  in  a  

g i ven coun t r y,  bu t  the  percept ions  o f  cor rup t ion  tha t  ex is t  in  soc ie t y.  Obv ious ly,  

these percept ions  m ay som et im es  underes t im ate  or  exaggera te  the  rea l i t y  o f  the  

s i tua t ion .  And th is  is  because the  percept ions  in  a  g i ven count r y a re  no t  a lwa ys  

shaped  b y persona l  exper ience a lone.  They are  a lso  shaped  by the  pub l ic i t y  

g i ven  to  ind iv idua l  ins tances  o f  cor rup t ion .  At  the  sam e t im e,  these percept ions  

are  a lso  in f luenced by the  s tandard  o f  l i v ing ,  educa t ion  and qua l i t y  o f  dem ocrac y 

en joyed b y a  soc ie t y.  The m os t  c r i t i ca l  i ssues  ar ise  when c i t i zens  are  m ade to  

s tay s i l en t .  They ar ise  in  s ta tes  wi th  au tho r i ta r ian  reg im es .  There ,  an y no t ion  o f  

respec t  f o r  econom ic ,  soc ia l  and cu l tu ra l  r igh ts  is  suppressed by the  ac t ion  o f  

cor rup t ion  cent res .  There ,  the  proh ib i t i on  o f  f reedom  of  express ion  is  an  

unshakeab le  fac t .  Poor  and oppressed  c i t i zens  inc rease in  num ber .  I ns tances  o f  

soc ia l  in jus t ice  m ul t i p l y.  Th is  cannot  bu t  be  a  g loba l  p rob lem .  These peop les  

have a  r igh t  to  t he  ass is tance o f  the  deve loped  wor ld .  

 

Lad ies  and Gen t lem en,  

W e a l l  wan t  c i t i zens ’  qua l i t y  o f  l i f e  to  be  enhanced b y an  im proved natura l  

env i ronm ent .  W e a l l  want  c i t i zens  to  en joy the  benef i t s  o f  deve lopm ent  i n  

cond i t ions  o f  peace,  s tab i l i t y  and  secur i t y .  W e a l l  wan t  a  wor ld  w i th  a  h igh  leve l  

soc ia l  j us t ice .  In  t he  e f fo r t  to  ach ieve these goa ls ,  we have a  comm on enem y:  

g loba l  cor rup t ion .  I t  i s  a  h igh  obs tac le  tha t  we cannot  s im p ly c i r cum vent .  So we  
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need to  conf ron t  i t .  W e need to  acknowledge the  fac t  tha t  i t  dec ides  the  fa te  o f  

m i l l ions  o f  peop le .  W e need to  adm i t  to  ourse lves  tha t  i t  i s  b lock ing  the  pa th  to  a  

m ore  jus t  f u tu re .  

 

W e a l l  know tha t  co r rup t ion  is  l i nked –  nega t i ve ly –  w i th  the  grea tes t  g loba l  

cha l lenges :  

 

•  w i th  the  arm ed conf l i c ts  and insecur i t y  in  t he  g loba l  comm uni t y;  

•  w i th  the  des t ruc t ion  o f  the  env i ronm ent  and  c l im ate  change;  

•  w i th  the  exacerbat ion  o f  pover t y in  t he  W or ld  and w i th in  na t ions .  

 

W e a l l  agree tha t  we need to  guarantee respons ib l y t he  fu tu re  o f  com ing 

genera t ions .  W e a l l  agree tha t  our  po in t  o f  depar tu re  on  th is  endeavour  m us t  be  

to  des ignate  the  com bat ing  o f  cor rup t ion  as  the  cent ra l  gu ide l i ne .  W e m ay 

som et im es  th ink  tha t  a  p rob lem  tha t  has  been w i th  us  s ince  anc ien t  t im es  m ay 

never  be  erad ica ted  com ple te l y.  But  th is  canno t  m ean tha t  we shou ld  sur render .  

Qu i te  on  the  cont rar y ,  I t  d ic ta tes  an  even greater  response,  even m ore  in tens ive  

ac t ion .  I t  m akes  im pera t ive  our  pers is tence and a  sys tem at ic  e f f o r t  on  bo th  the  

na t iona l  and g loba l  l eve ls .  

 

T ransparency In te rna t iona l  and i t s  Nat iona l  Chapters  are  do ing  v i t a l  work  in  th is  

f ie ld  and open ing  up  new d i rec t ions .  W i th  these though ts ,  I  we lcom e the  open ing  

o f  the  13 th  In te rna t iona l  Ant i -Cor rup t ion  Conference.  I t  i s  m y conv ic t ion  tha t  

your  conc lus ions  and  proposa ls  wi l l  be  un iversa l l y  we lcom ed.  For  our  par t ,  i t  i s  

a  comm i tm ent  tha t  we  express ly under take.  

 


